THE 
Canfeſfion of Faith 
Of the 
KIRK of SCOTLAND. 
Subſcribed 
By the Kings ANC. ateſtte and hs Houſ holde, in the 
yeare of Cod 15 80. 


"E 
With a Delignatioc of ſuch ARs of Parliament , as are expedient, 
for juſtifying the Vnion, after mentioned. 


And ſubſeribed by the Nobles, Barrons, Centlemen, 
Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and Commons,in the yeare of God 1633, 


Toſnua Chap. 24. verſ.25. 


So Toſhua made a Covenant with the people the ſame day , 
and gave them an Ordinance and Law in Sichem, © 


2 Kinps 11, 1%. 


And Iebojada made a Covenant betwtene the Lord aud the King, 
and the people, that they ſhould be the Loras people : 
Likewiſe betweene the King: ana the 
people, 


ISAIAH 45.5. 
One ſhall ſay, IT am the Lord : another (hall be called by the 


name of lacob : and anorher ſhall ſfublcribe with his 
trand Unto the Lord, &c. 
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Printed in the yeare of Gid 1637. 


The Kings Ne areſires C havge ,toall C, ommſsioners 
and Mimtters w uthin 1h Kealme, in the yeare of God 
1580, 


Eeing that Wee,and our Houſholde, haye Subſcribed and 
ziven this publicke Confefhon of our Faith , ro the good 
example of our Subjects: Wee commaund and. Charge all 
Commiſlioners and Miniſters, to crave the ſame Confeflioners 
of their Parochinars,and proceed againſt the refuſers, according 
ro our Lawes and Order of the Kirk, delivering their names, and 
lawfull proces to'the Miniſters of our Houſe , with all haſte and 
- diligence , under the paine of fourtie ponnd to be taken from 
their ſtipend , that Wee, with the advice of our Counſell , may 
rake order with ſuch proud contemners of GOQD and our 


Lawes. 
Subſcribed with our Hands, at Halyrudbonſe., 580, 
The 2, day of Moarch., the 14,Teare of our 
Reigne, DL Coat 
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The Confeſtron of Faith 
OF 
The Kitk of SCOTLAND, 


The (onfeſs1on of Faith , ſubſcribed at firſt by rhe 
K ings MajeFtie and his Houshold, inthe yeare 
of G od 1,580. Thereafter , by Perſons of all 
rankes, in the yeare 1581. By ordinance of the 
Lerds of che Secres Colenſall, anil Afr if rho 
general, Aſſembly..$ ubſ cribed againe by all forts 
of Perſons, mm theyeare 1590. By aneyy Ordi- 
nance of Connſel,at the deſire of the generall Af 
ſembly : vvath a generall'Band for the mainte- 
nance of the true Religion and the K ings Per- 

ſons. And novy ſubſcribed m the yeare 16;8. 
By Us, Noblemen, Barrons, Centlemen, Bur- 
gel, es, NC mifters,and (ommons, under ſubſert- 
bing : Together, vvith our reſolution and prom:- 
ſes fer the cauſes after ſpecifi ed, To maintatne 
the ſayd true Religion, the Kimgs AC ateſt1e , ac- 
cording tothe ( onfeſc1on foreſayd , and As of 
Parliament, The Tenor vohereof here fol layyerh., 


A-2 WEE 


, 4 The Confiſiog- of Faith, 


> EE All,and eyery.oneof Us under written, 
{ Protefi; that,after long & due Examination 
of our owne Conſciences, in matters of trug 
JESS and faile Religion,are now throughly rel{ol- 
SD, ved of the Trueth, by the Word and Spirit 
D}.of God, and thereture we belieye-with our 
hearts, conf: fe with our mouths , 'fubſcribe 
With our hands, and conſtantly efhirme belure. God , arv tbe 
whole World : that this onely is the truc Chriſtian Faith and 
Religion, plezfing God, and bringing Salvation ro man,which 
now is by the mercie'of God revealed to the world, by the 
preaching of the bleſſed Eyangell, , X; 

And received, belieyed,and defended,by many,and ſundry 
potable Xirkes and Realmes, but chiefly by the Kirk of Scot- 
land,the Kmngs I ajeſtre,& three eitaies of rhis. Kealmne,as Guds 
eternall Trueth,& only groundot our Salvation; as More pat= 
ticularly 5s expreſfed in the Confetſhion of our Faith , ſtavuli- 
ihed, avdpubtickly confirmed by ſundry Acts of-Parhaments, 
and now of a long time bath beene openly profefled by the 
Kings Majeſtie & whole body of this Realme,both in Burgh 
and Land, To the which Confeſfion and torme of Religion, 
wee willingly agree in our con{ciences in all points. as unto 
Gods undoubted Tructh and Veritie, grounded one]y upon 
his written Word, And therefure, we abhorre and dereft all 
contrarie Religion, and DoQtrive : Bnt chicfly, all Kinde of 
Papiftrie , in generall and particular heads, even as they are 


row damned and copfuted by the Word of God and Kirk of 


Scotland : But in ſpeciall we deteft and refute the uſurped au- 
thoritie of that Roman Antichriſt upon the Scriptures of 
God,upon the Kirk,tbe civill Magiſtrate, and confciences of 
men, AI his tyranous lawes made upon ind'fferent things 
apainſt our Chriſtian libertie, His crroreous DcAtrine, againſt 
the ſufficiencie of the written Word , the perfeRion of the 
Law,the cfiice of Chriſt, and bis bleſicd Eyangell, His cor- 
SRL a rupted 
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wy, Of the Kith of Scotland, 3 
fupted DoArive concerning originall ſinne, our naturall inge 
bilitie and rebellion to Gods Law , our Juſtification by Faith 
onely,our imperfet SarAification & obedience to the Law, 
tke nature, prmber and ule of the Holy Sacraments, His 
five baſtard Sacrament, with all bis Rites, Ceremonies, and 
falſe DoQrine. , . added to the miniftration of the true Sacra. 
ments without the Word of God, His cruel] judgement 
againſt Jnfants,departing without the Sacrament : Nis ablo. 
lute ncccſirie. of Bapriime : His blaſphemous opinion of 


| Tranſubtiantiationgor real preſence.c{ Chrifls body 18 the Ete» | 
| tents, aid receiving of the ſame by the wicked, or bodies of 


"TETETY 


| men, "His diſpenfatiohs with ſolemine Oathes, Perjuries, and 


degrees of Maitiege furbidden in the Ward : Nis crueltie 
apgaliift the innocent divorced : His diyelliſh Mefte : His 
blaiphemous Priefihood : His profane Sacrifice for the ſinnes 
of the dead and quicke : His Canonizatjon of men, calling 
vpon Angels or Saints departed, worſhipping of Imagerie, 
Relits,and Croſfes,, dedicating of Kirks , Altars,, :Dayes, 
Vowes to creatures; His Purgatorie , Prayers for the dead, 
praying,or ſpeaking in a-ſtiarge lavguage , with his Pcocel- 


fions and blaſphemous Letanie, and multitude of Advocates 


or Mediators ; His manifold Orders, Auriculat Confefhicn: 
His de{perate ard uccertaine.Repertapce ; His gencralland 
doubrſome Faith : His ſatisfaticns of men for their finnes : 
His juſtification by workes, ops operattm,workes of Supere- 
rogation, Merits, Pardons,Peregrirations,and Stations: His 
boly V Vater, Baptifing of Bells,conjuring of Spirits,crcflirg, 
ſanipg,anointing, conjuring , ballewirg of Gods good erea- 


tures,with the {uperſtiticus cpinicp,jcyned thercwiit : Bis 


wordlie Monarchie , and wicked Hierarchbie : His three 10- 


lemne yowes, with ali his ſhavellings of {urdrie ſorts; his er- 
roneous and bloudie decrees made at Trcat with all the ſub- 
{cribers and approvers of that cruell and. bloudie band , 
conjured againſt the Kirk of God : And finallie,we deteft all 
his yaine Allegories, Rites,Signes, and Traditicns , brooght 

pas : i” 


s Th; Confeſſion of Faith , 
in the Xirk,without,or againſt the Word of God, and Do- 
Arine of this true reformed Kirk; to the which we joyne our 
ſelves willingly, in DoQrine,Faith, Religion, Diſcipline, and 
uſe of the Holy Sacraments, as lively members of theſame, 
in Cbtiſt our Head-: promiſing , andl[ wearing by the Greats 
N ame of the Lord onr GOD, that we fhall continue inthe 
"obedience of the DcArine and Difcipline of this Kirk, and 
ſhall defend theſame according toour Vocation and Power, 
all the dayes of ourlives, under the paines contained inthe 


Law,and danger both of Body and Soule,in the day of Gods | 


'fearefull Iudgement*: and ſeeing that many are ſtirred up 
by Sathan,and that Rothan Antichriſt, toprowile, ſweare, 
ſubſcribe, and for a titnt'ufe the holy Sacraments io the Kirk, 
deceitfully,againft their owne conſciences, minding thereby, 


firſt, under the externall cloake of Religion, to corrupt and | 


ſubvert fecretly Gods true Religion within the Kirk , and 
afrerward,when time may terve,to become open enimies and, 
nerſecutors of the ſame , under calle hope the Popes dil- 
 penſation, deviſed againſt the Ward of God , to his greater 
confuſion ,' and their double condemnation in the day of the 
Lord*TE'SU'S.< A | 
Wee, therefore, willing to take away all ſufpition of hy. 
poctifie, ahd of fuch double dealing with God and his Kirk, 
Proteft , and'caK rhe Searcher of all hearts for wityeſfe , that 
Our mindes and hearts, doe fully agree with'this our Con 
feſſion-, Promiſe, Oath and Subſcriptions , fo that we are not 


moyed for any worldly reſpe&,bur are perſ[waded only in our | 


Conlciences,through rhe knowledge and love of Gods true 
Religion. printed in Oar hearrs,by the holy Spirit,as Wee 
ſhall anſwer co him in the day , whenthe ſectets of all hearts 
ſhall be difclofed, And'becauſe we perceave,that thequietnes 
and ftabilitieof our Relipion and Kirk,doth depend upon the 
ſafctie and good behaviour of the Kings 'Majefſtie, as upon a 
comfortable inftrument of Gods mercie , graunted tothis 


Countrey , for the maintaining of his Kirk,and miniftration. 


of 


/ 


Of the Kirk of Scotland. : E: 


of Inſticeamongſt us, We proteft & promiſe with our hearts under 
tbe lame Oatb, Hand-writ , and paines, that wee { a'l defend bis 
Perſor.and Autboritie , with our goods, bodies,and lives , in the 
defence of Chriſt his Evangel, Liberties of our Coun: ric,miniſtra« 
tion of Iuftice, and. puniſhment of iniquitie, agaivſt all enimics 
within this Realme,or without, as we defire our God to be a ſtrong 
and -mercitull Defender to us inthe day of our death, and comming 


of our. Lord leſws Chriſt: To whom, with the Father, and the Holy 


Spirit, bee all Honour and Glorie Eternallie. 


* Har as many AQts of Parliament not onely in general] doe abro-. 
—7ate annull, & reſcind all Lawes, Statutes, As, Conſtitutions, 


O * . i * . . , « 
Canons,civill or municipal], withall other Ordinances & pra- 


| tique penalties whatloever, made in prejudice of the true Religio 


and Profeſfours-thereof: Or,of the true Kirk diſcipline,juriſdictis, 
and freedome thereof : Or,in fayonrs of ]dolatrie and Supzrititi6: 
Or, of the Papiſticall Kirk : As, 4.3 .»At. 31. Parl,r, Att.23, 
Parl,11, At.11x4. Parle12.0t King Iawes the ſixt, T bat Papiftrie & 
Superſtition may bee utterly {uppr« fſed,according to the intention 
of the Acts of Parliament reported in the 5, Af, Parl.20.K, lame 
6,&knd.to that end they ordaine all Papifts & Prieſts to be puniſhed 
by manifolde Civill and Ecclefiaſticall paines as adverſaries to Gods 
true Religion, preached & by Law cftabliſhed within this Realme, 
AG ,24. Parl,11, K.fames 6, as common enemies to all Chriſtian 
oovernement ., Att, 18, Parl.16, K,Fame 6.asrebellers ard gain- 


| Rtanders of our Souveraigne Lords Authoritie, A#.47. Par... £, 


Tame 6. andas ]dolaters, Aft.104. Parh7, K.Fames 6, butallo in 
particular ( by and attour the Confeſſion of Faith) doe aboliſh and 


 condemne the Popes Authoritie and Inrifdi&ion out of this Land, 


and ordaines the maintainers thereof to be puniſhed, 4. 2.Parl.i, 
Att,51. Parl,z. At.no6.Parl.z, Att,114, Parl12,K.lames 6, doe 
condemne the Popes erroneous. doArine,or any other erroneous do- 
Arine,repugnant to any of the Articles of the-true and Chriſtian 
Religion publikely preached,8 by Law eſtablithed in this Realm: 
And ordaines the ſpreaders and makers of Bookes or Libelles , or 
Letters,or W ritts of that nature to be puniſhed , et.46,Parl, z, 
AGF,x06, Pail. 7, Att ,24, Park xi. King Iames 6, doe condemne all 
TED NIL LOL: Hop 


g The Confifion- of Faith, 

Baptiſme conforme to. the Popes Kirke and the Idolatrie of the 
Maſle,and ordaines all fayers , willfull hearers, and concealers of 
the Maſle,the maintainers and reſerters'of the Priefts, lefuites,tra- 
fiquing Papiſts,to be puniſhed without any exception or reſtri&is; 
etl.5. Pail, 1,,Att.120, Parl12, Aft,164, Parl.13: Att.1gg. Parl. 


14. At, 1,Parlag. Aft.g. Parl.zo., King Ixmes6. doe'condemne all, 
erroreous Booket & writtes conteining ertoneous dedtrine againſt. 


the Religion preſently profeſfed, or conteining ſuperſtitious Rites 
ard Ceremonies Papittical), whereby the people ate preatly abuſed, 
and ordaines the homebringers ofchemto'be puniſhed , 48, 25, 
Parl,ut. RK fawes 6..doe condemne the monuments and dreps of 
bygane Idvlatrie, as.geing rg Croffes,qblerving the Feeſtivall dayes 
of Sajgts,and ſuch other {uperftitious and Papifticall Rites, to: the 
d:{honouf of God , contempt of true Religion and foſtering of 
greaterrour among the people,and ordaines the uſers of them to be 
punizhed for the ſecond faulr,as Idolaters , Act. 104, Parl,7. K, 
Janes 6, EE. Ez api hy {30 

| Like as wary As of Parliamefit are conceayed for maintenance 
of Geds true and Chriſtian Religion , and rhe puritie thereof in 
DoGQrine and Sacraments of the true Church of God,theTibertie & 
freedome thereof,in ber Nationall,Synodall Aﬀemblies, Presbyte- 
ries, Seſſions, Polliciv, Diſcipline and Turiſgi&iop thereof ,.&5 that 
puritie of Religion and libertie of the Church was uſed, profeſſed, 
exerciled,preached, and confefled according to the reformation of 
Religion in this Realrae, As for inftance, the 99, Act. Parl'y, Act, 
23. Part; 11. Act, \ 14.Parl, 2, eAct,i60. Parl x3. of K . lames 6; Ras 
tified by the 4. Act of K, Charles, So that the 6, Act, Parl.1,and 68, 
Act, Parl,6, ef K,James 6, inthe yeare of God 1579. declares the 
Miniſters of the bleſſed Evargell -” whom God of his mercie had 


railed up,or hereafter ſhould raiſe , agreeing wich them that than 


lived in Du&rine, and adminiſtration of the Sacraments , and the 
people that profeſſed Chrift, as he was than offered in the Evangell, 
and doth communicare with the holy Sacraments ( as in the Re> 
formed K rkes of this Realme they were prelentlie adminiſtrate) 
according to the Confeſſion of Faith,to be the true and holy Kirk 
of Chriſt Telus within tEis Realme , and decernes and declares all 

» =" a 4 . Ed 3! *- Y 19 F hy 4 
ard ſundrie,who either paineſayes te Word of the Evangell , re- 


ceived. 


Of the Rirk.of Statland, 9 


the | ceived and approved as the htads ofthe Con'efion of Faith, profeſſed * 
- of | inPartament , inthe yeare of God 1560. ſpecified in rhe firſt Parta« 
ment oi A James 6. and ratified in this preſerit Parliament, mote par 
= | ricularlie doe ipecifie,or that re:uſes the adminiſtration otrhe Holy Sa. 
19; | craments, as they were then miniſtrated to be no members of the laid 
arl, | Kirk within this Realme and true Religion, preſently pr. fetled, (o Long 
all J asthey Keep themſelves fo devided from the focietic of Cirilts body ; 
inſt And the \ubſequenr, 4.69, Parl.6,of K.lames 6. declares, T hat there js; 
no other face of Kirk, nor other face of Religion, then was pretentiy ar 
that time, by the fayour of God,eftabliſted within this Realine, which 
ed, therefore 1s ever ſtyled Gods true Religion , Chritts true Relioion, tha 
25. | true & Chriſtian Religton,and a per*ect Religion. Which, by manifold 
of | ads ot Parliament, all within this Realme,are bound to profeſie to ſubs 
es {cribe the articles thereofthe Corfeflion of Faiti:,to recant all aodtrine 
& frie ſaid Article 
he | & erours,repugnart to any O: the {aid Arricles Att.4,and 9. Parl.x, AA. 
f | 45,46 47 Part. 3,4 71,Parl 6 Atno6 Par! 7 Act.24. P11, i@ 123; 
:Q Parl 12, /i&. 194, 65 197,Parl.14,of K.lames 6.:\nd all Mag1ſtrates, Shje 
be | refs,&c.On che one partare ord:ined to ſearch, apprehend and punit h 
K, | allcontraviners, for inſtance, 48 F,Parl.1,At.104 Parl. z, A. 25,Par!, 
T1,K.[ames 6. And that notw:taltanding of the Kings Majeſties Licens 
ce | ſes on the contrarie, which are diſcharged & declared to be of no force, 
41n ſo farre as they tend in aay wayes, tothe prejudice and hinder ofthe 
execution ofthe Acts of Parliainent againſt Papiſts and adyerſaries of 
true Religion, AF 106,Parl.z, K lames 6. On the other part in the 47; 
AR.P.3,K.lames 6. [rt is declared and ordained , ſeeing the cauſe of 
Gods true Religion, and his highnes Authority are ſo joyned,as the hart 
of the one is commonro both: and that none ſha] be repured as loyall 
and faithfull ſubjets to our Soveraigne Lord,or his Authority , bur be 
puniſhableas rebellers & gaineftanders of the ſame,who ſhalt nor give 
their Confeſſion, and make their proteflion of the ſaid rrue Religion, & 
that they who after defection ſhall give the Confeſſion of their Faith of 
new,they {hall promiſe to continue therein in time comming,to main= 
taine our Souveraigne Lords Authority , and ar the uttermioſt of their 
power to fortifie,atfift,and mainraine the truc Preachers & Proteflours 
of Chriſts religion,againſt whatſoever enemies and gaineſtanders of the 
fame: and namelie, againſt all ſuch of wharſoever uation, eſtare, or de. 
ry they be of : that have joyned,and bound themſelyes,orhave afli- 
ed,or aſſiſts to (et forward, and execute the cruell decrees of Trent, 
| contrary to the Preachers and true Profeflours of the Word of God, 
| Which 1s repeated word by word in the Articles of Pacification at Perth 
the 23 of Februar. 1572. approved by Parliament the laſt of Aprilt573. 
Rarifed in Parliament I578. & related, Af.123,Parl. 12 of K.lames 6. 
with this addition, thar they are bound to reſiſt all treaſonal:le uproares 
E hoſtiliries ra'ſed agaiaſt the true Religion, the Kings Majeſtie,& the 
ue Proteflours, B | Like 
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Like as all liedges are bound to maintaine the K. Majeſties Royall 
Perſon,and Aurhority,the Authority of Parliaments, withont the which 
neither any lawes or lawtull judicatories can be eftabliſf bed 3 AR.130; 
At.131; Parl.S; K.lames 6; and the ſubjects liberties, who oughr ones 
ly to live and be governed by the Kings lawes , the common lawes of 
this Realme allanerly; AQ. 4,8;Parl. 3; K, lames the firſt ; Att.79; Pail.6; 
Klames the 4..- Repeatcd in the Act. 131; Parl.$; K,.ames 6; Which, if 
tncy be innovated or N! ejudped, 'Ne commiti on aent the union ofthe 

wo Kingdomes of Scotland & England, which is the fole A.sf the 17 
Parl. of K lames 6. declares, fuch contution would enſue,as this Realme 
could be no more a tree Monarcl.ic, becaule by the tundaniental lawes, 
ancient priviledges, offices and liberries of this Kingaome , nor onel 
the Princely Authoriwyies ol his Mayjeſties Royall dilcenrt hath been theſe 
many ages maintained,bet alio the peoples {ecuritie of their Lands,11- 
vings,r1ghrs, offices, liberties & digmues prelerved , and theretore for 
the preſervation of the ſaid true Religion , Lawes & Liberties of this 
King dome,1t 15 ftarute by the 8 Aa.Parl.x;repeated in che 9g Ac.Parl. 
7;ratifiedin the 23. At.Parl.11; & 114; Att. of K,lames 6; & 4. At.of 
K.Chirles, 1hat all Kings & Princes at their Coronation & reception 
ot their Princelie Authoritie | hall make their faithtull promile by their 
ſolemne oath 1n the prelence oirhe Eternall God ; that, enduring the 
whole time of their lives, they ſhall ſerve the tame Erernall God, to the 
nt termolt of their power, according as he hath required in his moſt ho- 
ly Word,contained 1n the old & new Teltaments. And according tothe 
iame Word, ſhal maintain rhe true Religion of Chriſt Jeſus,the preache 
ing of his holy Word,the due & right miniſtrari6 of the Sacraments now 
receayed & preached within this Realme (accoraing ro the Conteflion 
o! Faith immediarelie precceding) & ſhall aboliſh & gainftand all falie 
Religion contrarle to the ſame, & ! hall rule the people , commutred ro 
their charge,according to the will & command cf God, revealed in his 
forelaid Word; and according to the lowable lawes & conſtirurions re= 
ccived in this Realme,no wayes repugnant :o the ſaid will of rhe Erer- 


emmy 
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God, & whole Chriſtian people tiue & pertir peace in all rime coming z 
and thar they {hall be careſull ro roote out oi their empire all Herericks 
& cnemies to the ttue Worl hip of God, v. ko fhalkbe convicted by ihe 
trace Kirk of God of the torefaid crimes, which was alſo obſerved by his 
Majeſtic at his Coronation in Edenburgh 1623. as may be ſcene 1nthe 
Order of the Coronation. | IF | 

In obedience to the Commandement of GO DN, conforme to the 
practi'c of the godlie in tormer times , and according tothe laudable 
example of our Worthy & Religious Progenitors, & of many vet living 
amongſt us, wbich was warranted aFoby act of Countell commanaing 
a generall baad ro be made & ſubſcribed by his Majeſties fubjectsotf an 

| XAanKk 


et 


zall God, & Chal procure tothe uttermoſt of their power ro the Kirk of 
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Of the Kirk of Scovand. It 


ranks,for two cauſes : One was for the defending ofthe true Religion, 


as it was then reformed , and is expreſſed in the Contetlion of Faith: (a= 
bove writtin)and a former large Confetlion eſtabliſhed by ſundrie acts 
of lawtull generall Aemblies and of Parliament,unto which it hath re= 
Jation ſert downe in publicke Catechiſmes, & which hath beer tor many 
yeares with a bleſſing from Heaven, preached and profeſſed in this Kirk 
& Kingdome, as Gods undoubred trueth , grounded upon h:s writun 
Word. Lhe other caule was for maintaining the Kings Majeſtie his Per= | 
ſon & Eftare:The true Wpr\hip of God,and the Kings authoritie being 
ſo ſtraitly joyned , as thar they had rhe ſame friends and common ene» 
mies,and did {tand and fall rogether, And finally, beeing convinced in 
our mindes,and confefling with our mouthes, that the preſent and ſtiC- 
ceeding generations in this Land, are bound ro keep the foreſaid natic= 
nall Oath and ſubſcription 1nviolable. Wee Noblemen, Barrons, Gentice 
men, Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and Commons under ſublcribing , conſidee 
ring divers times before, and eſpecaally ar this rime , the danger of re 
true Reformed Religion , of the Kings honour , and of the publicke 
peace of the Kingdome : By the manitold innovations and eviis, ge- 
nerally conteined,and particularly mentioned in our late ſupplication®, 
complaints,2nd proreſtartions: Doe heereby pretefle,and before God, 
his Angels, and the World folemnely decijarc : Thar , with our wh-le 
hearts wee agree and relolve ail th: dayes of our life conſtantly to ad 
kere unto , and to defcnd the foreſaid true Religion, and (forbcaring 
the practiſe of all noyations , already introduced in the matt-rso!: the | 
worilhip of GOD , or approbation of the corruptions of rhe pu- 

blicke Government of the Kirk or civill places and power ot Kirk- 
men, till rhey be rryed and allowed in free 5flemblies, and in Par}ia- 
ments ) ro labour by all meanes lawtullro recover rhe puritie and Nt- 
bertie of the Goſpell , as ir was eftablil hed and pro'efled before the 
forelaid novations : And becan'c after due examination,wee plaince 
ly perceave, and undoubtedly beleeve, rhat the Innovations and evils, 


- Conteined in our Supplications, Complaints and Prorteſtatiens, have no 


warrant inthe Word of God, are contrarie to the Arricles of the fore - 
ſaid Confeflions to the intention and meaning of rhe blefled Refor- 
mers of Religion in this Land,ro the above written Acts of Parlaments, 
and doe lenliblie trend ro the re-eſtabliſhing of the Popilh Religion 
and tyranme, and to the ſubverſion and ruine of the true Reiormed 
Reiigion and of our Libetties, Lawes and Eſtates. 

Wee allo declare;thar the foreſaid Contetlions are to be interpreted, 
and onghr to be underſtood of the foreſaid nova-ions and evils, no lefle 
than ifevery one of them bad been expreſſed in the torſaid confeflions, 
& that we arz obliged to deteſt & abhorre them amongſt other parti= 
cular heads of Papiſtrie abjured therein. And there ore trom the knows 
ledge and conlciance of our dutie to Cod , to our King and Ccunrtie, 
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withoar any worldly reſpect or inducement, {o farre as humane infire 
mitie will (uffer, wi.hing a further meaſure of the grace of God for this 
effect.We promile and tweare by the Great Name of the Lord our GOD, 
to continue inthe Profetlion and Obedience in the foretaid Religion 2 
Thar we {hall defend the ſame, and refift all theſe contrarie errours and 
corruptions , according to our vocation, and to the uttermoſt of that 
power that God hath pur in our hands, all the dayes of our life : andin 
like manner with the fame hgarr,we declare before God and Men, Thar 
we have no intention nor deſire to arrempt any thing that may turne to 
the dil honour of God,or to the diminution of the Kings Greatneſle & 
Authoritie : Bur on the contrarie, we promiſe & {weare,that we { hall, 
ro the uttermolſt of our power, with our meanes and lives,ftand tothe 
defence of our dread Soyeraine,the King Majeſtie, his Perſon,and Aus 
thotitie, inthe detence and prelervaticn ot rhe forelaid true Religion, 
Liberties & Lawes of rhe Kingdome :As alſo,to the mutuall defence & 
afliftance, every one of us of another in the ſame caule of maintaining 
the true Religion, and his Majefties Authorine , with our beſt counſel], 


our bodies, meanes, and whole power againſt all ſorts of perſons what. 


ſocyer. Sotkat, whatloeyer | hall be done to the leaſt of us for thar 
cauſe,{kall be raken as done to us all in generall, and roevery one of ug 
111 particular. | 
And that wee ſhall neither directly nor indirectly ſuffer our ſelyesto 
be devided or withdrawen by whatloever ſuggeſtion, combination,al= 
Jurcment,or te:rour from this blefled and loyall Conjunction,nor ſhall 
caſt in,apyletorimpediment that may itaye or hinder any juch reſolus 
rion,as by common conlent thal be found to conduce !or 10 good ends. 
Bur on rhe contrarie , hall by all Jawtull meanes labour to turther and 
promote the fame , andit any luch dangerous and divifive motion be 
made to us by'Word or Writ, We,and every one of us, {hall either ſup- 
preſſe 1t, or if need bee {hall incontent make thaſame knowne,that it 
nay be r1miouſly obviared;neither doe we teare the tonle aſpertions of 
rebellion, combination, or what elſc ovr adverſaries from their craft & 
malice would put upon us,leeing what we doe 1s lo well warranted,and 
ariſerh from an untained delire to maintaine the true wort hip of God; 
the Majetlitic ot our King, ang the peace of the Ringdome\,ſor the come 
mon happinelle of our jelves and rhe p( fteritie. And becauſe we cannot 


looke ior a blefling from God upon our preceedings , except with our. 
Pro'eilion ard Subicripgtion wee joync tuch a hte and converſation,as. 


beſeemeth Ciriſtians , who bave renewed their Covenant with God. 
Wee, thereiore, {aithfulil promile, ior our {elves,onr followers,and all 
other under us, both in publike, 13 our particular families, and perſonall 
Carriage,to endeyour it) Keep Our {elyes Within the bounds of Chriſtian 
libertie,and to be good examples to others of ali Godlinefle,Sobernefle 
and Righteouſnelie , and ofeyery ductic we oye ro God and D200 
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| may floyriſh in the Land,to the glory of God,the honour of cur King, 
an 
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that this our Vnion and Conjundtion may be obſerved without viola-. 
tion;Wee call the living God,the Searcher of our Hearts,towitnes,who 
knoweth this to bee our ſincere Defire,and unfained Reſolution, a2S Wwe 
ſhall anſwer ro TIESVS CHRIST, in the grear __ under rhe 
paine of Gods everlaſting wrath,and of infamie , and of lofle of all ho« 
nour and reſpeCt in this World, Moſt bumblie beſeeching the LORD, 
to {trengrhen us by his Holy Spirit for this end; and to blefle our deſires 
& proceedings with a happie ſucceſle thar Religion and Righteonlnes 


peace and comfort of usall. In witnes whereof we have ſubſcribed 
with our hagds all the premiſles,&c, | 
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REASONS 


For vvhich the Service-Booke , wrged upon 
"STS TL AWS 
Onght to be refuſed; 


—— 


I. Tz conteineth divers points & directions , which would breed a 
change in ſome Articles of thar Doctrine & Diſcipline of the 
Church of the {aid Kingdome;, w hich 1s bcth warrantedin Scripture, & 
approved by Parlament:and it ſeemeth ro be as wel againft Si are wiſe= 
dome as agalnit Wor, 1 , tochange any thing eirher in the matter or 
form of the {ayd auctrine & difciphne, withour fir{t ſhewing both ſome 
evill or defect in the things to be changed, and what good & benehirir 
15 that the {aid Service-booke will afford more tothe Edification ofthe ' 
Church,or true worihip oi Almighrie God, then the-people of doctrine 
& diicipline, Which the ſaid Service booke wonld breed a change of ? 
2. Jnthe pretended Communion, it hath all rhe ſubſtance & eflene 
tall parts ofthe Maſſe, and ſo brings in the moſt abominable Idolarrie 
thatever was1n the worid,in worthipping ofa breaden God, and makes 
way to the Antichriſt of Rome , to bring this Land under his bondage 
againe,as may be ſeene at large by the particular of rhat Communion, 
whercin ſome things,that were put ont ofthe Service book of England, 
for ſmelling {o ſtrong of the Maſle,are reftored,and many orher things, 
thar were in it,are brought in,out of the Maſſe-booke,though they 12« 
bour to cover rhe matter.]r hath the commemoration of thedead:The 
Table ſet Altar wayes : The ol lation of the Bread & Wine to God be- 


« fore the conſecraricn : Ir hath the Popiſh conſecration , thar the Lord 


v ould fanctifie by his Word and by his Holy Spirir,thoſe gitts & crea 
tures of Bread & Wane, that they my be unto us the body & blood of 
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his Sonne,and then repeat the words of inſtitution to God, for that prir= 


poſe.Ir hath an oblarion of ir againe,after ir is conſecrat, the conſuma= 
rion by rhe Prieſt, kneeling betore the conlecrate Bread and Wine. Ir þ 
rakes away the eating and drinking by faith , mentioned in the Engliſh | 
Licargie. ]r hath the patin challice,two Parernoſters in Engliſh, before 
the Maſſe,and ſeyerall other particulars, that would take a long time to 
rehearſe and confute, | 

3. Though rhey would take away the Tdolatrous Maſle out of ir, yer | 
it hath a number of Popiſh ſuperſtitions and Idolatrous ceremonies: as, . | 
29 holy dayes, whereof a2 are dedicated to Saints; two of them to the }} | 
Virgin Mary ; the one whereof is called : The Anuntiation of our Lady; 
ſo ſhee is made a Lady to Chriftians,nor being on Earth,ſhee muſt bee 
a Lady in Heaven : Ts nor this to make her a Goddefle? Ir hath 14 
Faſting dayes and ſome weekes. [rt hath alſo rhe humane Sacraments 
of Croſle in Baptiſme, layitig on of rhe Biſ hops hand in confirmarion : 
a Ring tor the ourward ſeall in Mariage: a {anCtified Font, holie warer, 
holineiſe of Churches and Chancels : Priyate Bapriſme ; private Come 
munions ; Ceremonies for Buriall of the dead, and puritication of wo=- 
men a'ter Childbirth ; rhe Prieſt ſtanding , kneeling , turning tothe 
people,and conſequently from them , ſpeaking with a loud yoice, and 
conſequently ſomerimes with a lowe voice, Peoples ftanding ar Goſ- 
pels,ar Gloria Patri,& Creeds: their anſwering to the Miniſter , and. 
many ſuch-like,in number above 59. betides any Religious Ornament, 
that the King,or his Succeſſours, hall pre'cribe , and Ceremonies that 
Biſ hops ſhall derermine , or that ſhall be conteined in Bookes of Ho= 
milies ro bee ſer forth hereafter. | . 

4. And though they would take out of the Booke bothrhe Maſſe & 
all thoſe ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, yet it hath a number ot other mate» 
riall errours : as, leaving unread about a 129 Chapters of Gods Word, 
and purting this reproach uponwiem, thar they are leaſt edifying, and 
might beſt be ſpared ; and reading ſundrie Chapters out of Apocrypha, 
under the ſtile of Holy Scripture of the old Teſtamenr.[thath a Lerany 
more like conjuring then like Prayers: It hath fome places our of which 
Papiſts may prove, that Sacramen:s are abſoJurely neceſlary to ialyaris, 
In appointing Bapriſme in private, with ſuch haſte,thar,it neceflitie re- 
quire,he that baprizes needs nor ſo much as to ſay the LordsPrayer, & 
our of which they may prove,thar Sacraments give grace by their work 
wrought,in ſaying: Children baptized, have all things neceſſarie to ſalva= 
tion,& be undoubtedly ſaved. It hath other places our of which they may 
prove more Sacraments then. two which they ſay every Parithoner, 
who is already baprized,f hall communicare,and ſhall alſo receave the 
Sacraments, & thar Sacramen s 2.arc generally neceffarie to prove [1]- 
vati0;as if rhey were others, either not.ſo general or not fo neceflary.Tt 
aath othe: places oat of which they may prove uniyerfall Brace; Oy BY 
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Ged the Father made me, &© all the World ; and God the Soy ne redeemed 


me, all mankznd:One Collett pretends ro begge from God , that which 
they dare not preſume to name, and a number other$of this fort. _ 
5. Though likewiſe they amend all thoſe errours, & that there were 
no materiall errour in it all:ſoe they read nothing art all tur $criptures, 
ea,and that all their Prayers & Exhortations were nothing bur words 
of Scripture, yet ſuch a tr 1 were not lawful] ro be made the onely 
forme of Gods worſhip in publike:for, though a ſormed Liturgy may be 
to ſerve for Rule to other Churches and monuments to poſt erity whay 
formes are vſed,or that ir may lead the way, or be adirection to thoſe 
that are beginning in the miniſtery,yer it 18 not by reading of Praters & 
Exhorrarions that the LORD appoints his ſeryantsof the miniſtery 
ro worſhip him, or edite his people, but he hath given oifts to theni r@ 
Exhort , Pray , and Preach , which they ought ro ftitre np and yſe, 
and though they may in their private ſtudies rake help of other mehs 
o1fts , yetiris nor lawtull for aman to tie bimſelte ,. or bee tyed by 
others, roa p reicript forme of words 1n prayer and exhortation, for 
theſe reaſons. | 
Firſt Such a preſcript Forme is againſt the Glory of God, in ftinring 
to him [uch a daily mealure of ſervice and ſo hindring the many ſpiri« 
ruall Petitgas and prayles that otherwiſe would be,it Gods vifa were 
vied, 
Secondly,[t is againſt rhe Dignity of Chriſt in making his gifts needleſſe: 
for, though hee lend downe no gltts atall, rhey*can ſerve themfkelyes 
with the Booke, without them, | 
Thirdly, It quenches the Holy Spirit, becauſe he gers no imployment; 
Fourthly, Ir hinders the Edzfication of Gods people, they may as well 
ſtay ar home, and bee edified by reading the Booke themlelves. 
Fiftly , It is againſt rhe Convertzon of thoſe that know not God: will e« 
ver aRar-ryme of words ſa:d oyerwithour feeling ar blefling , worke 
upon an unrenewed heart ? | 
S:xtly,[r will never ſerve eo convince an Hereticke , te cheke a pro 
phane Perſon,or to waken a ſecure ſovle: : they may long goe on or luck 
a [erviſe byte upon them: yea,it toſters people in a preſumtion-conceit. 
that they are well enough ifthey be preſent & ſay their part of ſervice; 
Seventhly,1r toſters a lafie miniſtery, & makes way for purting downe 
Preaching; they need take no paines,& 'herefore needs no ſtipend;yea 
they may come from the Ailhouſe,or a worſe place, and ſtep ro & read 
their Service,without either check or preparation, 
F- E:ghtly, It may all be done by a Boy of 7 yeares old;and ſo every pris 
yate man that ci read,yea a Turk if he can read, may be ſucha Miniſter. 
Ninthly, It cannot expreſle the ſeverall needs of all people toGod , or 
deale with rhem,according to their ſeveral eftates,thart will alret other« 


Wiſe then any preſcript forme can be applyed ro, | 
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Tenthly;, If any one tinted Lirurgie had beene good,or needfall, 
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.foubrt bur CHRIST would have fer one downe to us. © +. © 7 
6. Though apretcriptforme ot Lirurgre were lawfall.yet there is nc 
warrand for impofiny of one ; for , might not able Minifters (at leaſt) 
make a preſcript forme to themſelves, whict, would fir them and rheix 

"people belt? Bur if it were lawfull ro impoſe one , then there is one i 
This Conntrie already. Ought not thar rather be impoſed, then any os 
er lomng It 15 already eftabliſhed by Parliement,now of a long time F' 
But now;,it a new one ought ro he impoſed, then ir ought ro come 1m by 
a lawtull maner ; by a generall Afſemblie , and men choſento makeir: 
that are knowne to bave rhe gitt o: Prayer themſelyes, & not ihe Maſſe. 
booke.tranſlared into Engliſh , urged by Artichriſtian Prelates upon 
Gods people, without conſent of any Generall Afemblie or Parhamenr, : 
againſt the will of all men , and with no {mall offence & ſcandall ro the 
minds and conſciences of ſuch,as thinke all Liturgie unlawfull, char is 
either in the Mafſe way , or inconſiſtent yith the practiſe and peace of 

ne Reformed Churches of Scotland hictSro, and againſt the hearts of 

Jach as know many things in the Engli'h Liturgie and C anons , which 
the practiſe of, neither kad warrand in Gods Word,nor can bring any 

ſuch addirion,to the profir,honour,or power o' the King, rhac 15 able rg 

compenle the lofle he may make of his good Subjects affections, 
by commanding ſuch a change , as the urged Licurgie would 
*bring to the Perce of our Chnrch,and reſpect due torhs 
Ss of Parliament and long cuſtome, whereby 
our Church Diſcipline, Order, and Gove 
 vergment hath beene efta= 
; bliſked, 
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